Antinociceptive effect from Davilla elliptica hydroalcoholic extract.
Davilla elliptica St Hill (Dilleniaceae) is widely used for multiple purposes in Brazil. The aim of this study was to verify the pharmacological support of this folk use and evaluate its use as antinociceptive. The hydroalcoholic extract of the stems (100-1000 mg/kg, p.o.) induced reduction of response in the formalin test inflammatory phase in mice. This antinociceptive effect does not involve the opioidergic pathway since it was not reverted by pre-treatment with naloxone nor due to myorelaxant activity since it did not affect rota-rod and tail-flick performance. Our results indicate a participation of the nitrergic pathway and may be of particular potential importance in clinical medicine, in view of the current interest in the assessment of new medicines originated from plants.